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Objectives 

• To introduce the repository 

community to RADAR 

• Describe the developmental process 

for the new repository 

• Comment on impact and 

recommendations 

• (And something a little different!) 



Introduction 
• Part of the JISC funded Repository 

Programme 

• Commenced development in February 

2011 

• Project aim: To make significant 

improvements to the user interface 

and aesthetics of our research 

repository 



Project Context  

• Analyse and review existing repository 

system – structured approach 

• Investigate methods to improve the system 

• Address challenges in embedding the 

system at GSA and encouraging take-up by 

staff 

• Enhance the user experience 



Previous System 



Change  

Management 
• Identified the need for 

an improved system for 

users 

• Investigated available 

options 

• Developed requirements 

• Talked to users of the 

system 

• Reviewed other systems 

• Initial designs drawn up 

• Initiated involvement 

with Eprint Services 

 



EPrints 

• Functions 

available through 

EPrints 

• Varied and 

numerous 

• Suited our needs 

• Commonly used 

by Arts Institutes 

• Kultivate  

 project 



Our New Repository - RADAR 
• Positive feedback from Repository Fringe and the tune performed has 

been a success (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKl2yK64RVc) 

• Development has been instigated with EPrints 

• First iteration made available 1st November 2011 

• Testing taken place while carrying out a Mock REF exercise 

• Integration of new repository with the new GSA website, liaison with 

ScreenMedia to achieve this 

• Alterations made to the standard EPrints workflow to accommodate the 

needs of GSA researchers 

• System becoming embedded in the ethos of GSA 

• Proposed ‘Go Live’ date – 6th January 2012 

 

 



Images 

Sketches converted into 

improved EPrints interface 

Flow of execution for repository: (1) 

Login, (2) Add Item, (3) Describe item, 

(4) Add supporting evidence, (5) Review 

item, (6) Submit for review and final 

depositing in RADAR 



Images 

• RADAR follows the 

standard EPrints 

process 

• Observable features 

• Design implemented 

by ScreenMedia to fit 

with the new GSA 

website 



Images 

• Flexibility in the 

output types 

• Different views 

• Search functions 

• Much more 

flexibility for 

users 



RADAR Current Use 

• Currently 

applying the 

system for REF 

purposes 

• Implementing 

the EPrints REF 

Module 

• Reviewing and 

Administration 



Staff Profiles 



Outcomes and Users 
• Improved front and 

back end repository 

• Improved support for 

non-text items 

• Connection and buy-in 

from users 

• Enhanced system 

based on aesthetics 

and user needs 

• Greater interoperability 

• Internal Users: 

Students, academic 

staff, support staff, 

managers 

• External Users: 

Academics, students, 

researchers, 

practitioners, 

Research assessors, 

repository community 



Impact 
• Improved depositing of research outputs by academic 

staff 

• Greater sharing of information between schools at 

GSA 

• Improved collaborative research and knowledge 

exchange 

• Impact on the approach to REF 

• Record keeping of research outputs 

• Alignment of GSA with other institutes with regard to 

research repositories 

• Enhanced knowledge of digital data management 



Recommendations 

• Research and review options available 

• Discuss with staff and those the system will 

impact 

• Compile a detailed requirements document, 

this may change with time however 

• Keep in communication with staff and 

developers 

• Determine cut off points 



Future Developments  

and Summary 

• Continued work on 

the REF module 

• Investigating links 

with other GSA 

systems housed in 

the library 

• Kaptur project 

“Databases are simple and 
have well defined query 
semantics. Repositories 
are complex socio-
technical phenomena 
which embody the values 
and policies of multiple, 
conflicting scholarly 
communities” 



Final Comment 

“RADAR, our new repository” 
 

By Robin Burgess 


